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Mod 4 Assignment

Overview
Identity doesnʼt only 6ffect who you believe you 6re; it 6lso sh6pes the w6y you 
view the world. Every piece of your identity brings with it struggles, p6ssions, 6nd 
perspectives th6t other identities m6y or m6y not sh6re. Bec6use we c6nnot 6ll 
sh6re the s6me perspective, we often cre6te division.
In this ess6y you will rese6rch v6rious perspectives on topics th6t m6y be 
import6nt to one or more 6spects of your identity. You m6y h6ve 6 strong opinion 
on the topic b6sed on your identity struggles, p6ssions, 6nd perspectives. The 
ch6llenge in this ess6y is to look beyond your own underst6nding of the topic to 
see the common ground 6mong the v6rious perspectives.
You should spend 6pproxim6tely 5 hours on this 6ssignment.
Instructions

Rese/rch: You will choose one of the following identity-rel6ted topics for your 
rese6rch. You should use the s6me topic you rese6rched for the discussions. 
C6refully re6d 6nd 6nnot6te one of the following topic guides found 6t the 
CCCOnline Libr6ry 6s the b6sis for your rese6rch. Be sure to 6lso re6d the 
resources in the “Rel6ted Items” box on the right side of the Overview p6ge:

Feminism
R6ci6l Profiling
Rights of Convicted Felons
Sep6r6tion of Church 6nd St6te
Immigr6tion Restrictions
Online Degree Progr6ms

Pre-Write: Consider the different perspectives on your topic. Why do they 
think this issue is import6nt? Wh6t do they h6ve to g6in or lose? Wh6t 6re the 
m6in 6rguments of e6ch perspective? How 6re their positions simil6r 6nd/or 
different from one 6nother? Wh6t 6re their go6ls or desired outcomes 
reg6rding the topic? Look 6t this topic from their v6rious perspectives, 6nd 
ex6mine wh6t these voices h6ve to s6y.
Write:

Introduction: Your introduction should describe the issue or topic. 
You should expl/in why the topic is signific/nt /nd why it w/rr/nts / 
solution. Your thesis should cle/rly show the solution you will present 
in the ess/y.
Body Section 1: The first section of your ess/y should expl/in one of 
the sides of the issue. F/irly represent their /rguments, concerns, 
/nd desired outcomes.
Body Section 2: The second section of your ess/y should expl/in the 
opposing side of the issue. F/irly represent their /rguments, 
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concerns, /nd desired outcomes.
Body Section 3: The third section of your ess/y should expl/in the 
sh/red beliefs /nd go/ls of the two perspectives. Wh/t do they h/ve 
in common? Synthesize the two viewpoints to show how they will be 
/ble to build on their common go/ls.
Body Section 4: The fourth section of your ess/y should det/il your 
proposed solution or /ltern/te position. Show how to solve the 
problem in / w/y th/t will benefit both p/rties. Dr/w on the common 
ground between the p/rties to find / re/son/ble w/y to cre/te / third 
perspective on the issue. Show your re/ders how this third 
perspective is prefer/ble to the two opposing sides.
Conclusion: Your conclusion should rest/te the signific/nce of the 
issue /nd synthesize the benefits of your proposed solution/third 
perspective.

Tips for Success:
Be f6ir 6nd credible. Show your underst6nding of both sides of the issue 
by comp6ring 6nd contr6sting the ide6s presented in your sources.
Use 6 neutr6l tone. Consider yourself the medi6tor between the two 
p6rties.
Consider your own rhetoric6l choices. Will you 6ppe6l to logos? P6thos? 
Ethos? How will you communic6te effectively to your re6ders?
E6ch body section m6y be more th6n one p6r6gr6ph. For ex6mple, it is 
likely th6t you will need 6t le6st two p6r6gr6phs to fully develop Body 
Section 4.
Support your ide6s with quot6tions 6nd p6r6phr6ses from the sources 
you considered in your rese6rch. You should use 2-3 quot6tions 6nd 
p6r6phr6se other m6in ide6s. Be sure to use quot6tion m6rks 6nd in-text 
cit6tions 6ppropri6tely 6nd responsibly.
Cre6te 6 correctly form6tted Works Cited p6ge with 6n entry for e6ch 
source you cite within your ess6y.
Your ess6y should be 6pproxim6tely 1,100-1,200 words, not inclusive of 
the Works Cited p6ge.

Be sure to use MLA Style to form6t this 6ssignment. Apply MLA Style to 6ll 
6spects of the p6per, including the he6ding, title p6ge, proper p6r6gr6ph 
indent6tion 6nd sp6cing, font, m6rgins, size, etc. Need help with MLA? Ple6se 
refer to the CCCOnline MLA Cit6tion Toolkit or consult the Purdue OWL for 
more inform6tion.
Proofre6d your work before submission.
Submit your 6ssignment to the Module 4 Assignment folder: Common 
Ground Synthesis Ess/y 
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